
 

 
 

A Message from the Superintendent 

 
Balance 

 
Every fall it hits…the busyness of the daily schedule.  Between school, home, work and family obligations 
that calendar begins to fill up and we all find ourselves trying to create room in our schedule to get it all in.  
When I student taught, my mentor teacher explained to me his approach to life.  For those of you that re-
member the original “Karate Kid” movie, Mr. Miyagi taught Daniel that balance was the key to success.  He 
wasn’t just referring to his physical balance but also balance in his daily life. I also see balance as a key prin-
cipal for school district success.  If we create equilibrium between our academic, extracurricular and physical 
needs of our school district we can help prepare our students for their future.  Through strategic planning, 
setting goals and executing programs that address all areas of education we can create a balanced environ-
ment. 

 
Strategic Planning 

 
At the start of the year our strategic planning committee met and developed vision statements for our district.  
While these are high level statements, everything that we do from planning new academic programs, to plan-
ning for a capital project should reflect these four vision statements.  The statements developed are: 
 
Student Focus 
 Student Centered Learning - BRCS provides a learning environment for all students that focuses on indi-

vidual student needs so that they will achieve their personal best. 
 College and Career - BRCS provides meaningful and diverse opportunities targeted towards College and 

Career Readiness by guiding students through real life experiences and connecting each student's 
strength to become productive members of society. 

 
District Focus 
 Community Center – BRCS as a center of the community, provides resources and opportunities for in-

creased community awareness and involvement. 
 School of the Future – BRCS prepares for the future by adapting to all areas including finance, facilities, 

operations, and programs by constantly adjusting to our ever changing world. 
 
An outline of the strategic plan can be found on the website under District. 

 
 

Compact Council 
 
Compact Council is the workgroup for district wide goals.  The Council met on September 26th to work on dis-
trict wide goals.  These goals will be posted to the website link above and will be related to each vision state-
ment.  This work is essential for the district to reach its mission of being a dynamic partnership between par-
ents, students, staff and community that provides each student the opportunity to reach their maximum po-
tential.  If you are interested in helping with this group, the next meeting will be November 7, 2016 at 6:00 PM 
in the MS/HS Library.  If you are interested please contact Shauna Rice (srice@brcsd.org) to be added to the 
mailing list for this committee. 
 

The District is on Facebook 

To “like” us, simply visit  

https://www.facebook.com/brcsdk12 

http://www.brcsd.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_290360/File/District/StrategicPlanFlow%20Chart%2016.pdf
mailto:srice@brcsd.org


BRCS Foundation 
 
Over the past few years New York State has adjusted its aid and budgeting process in such a way that it 
is difficult to predict the revenue stream for our school district.  During the “Great Recession” the BRCS 
Compact Council investigated alternative ways to enhance, or even continue programs that set Beaver 
River apart.  Programs involving fine arts, field trips, athletics and others that are not mandated by the 
state education department were placed on a list of potential areas that in the event of major financial loss 
to the district may be reduced or eliminated.  Out of this work came the idea of a BRCS Foundation.  This 
foundation is a separate entity from the school district that provides support to the school district and its 
programs enhancing, not supplanting, the programs that meet the mission of BRCS.  The BRCS Founda-
tion is now up and running.  As of July 1, 2017, the fund has received a donation form the class of 2016 in 
the amount of $2782.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 There are two funds that the Foundation is supporting: 
 

Annual Giving - Each year the BRCSD Foundation will offer Teacher grants that provide enhance-
ments to the classroom.  The Annual fund will be used to fund these projects.  Small grants such 
as makerspaces, and project based learning grants will provide learning resources for our stu-
dents and community 

 
Long Term Giving - Often referred to as an endowment fund, long term giving funds are used to pro-

vide support for programs and services that are in addition to the current school budget.  This long
-term fund focuses on developing a principal balance that bears interest each year.  The interest is 
used for enhancing BRCSD programs and services.   

 
For more information go to: www.brcsd.org/community/b_r_c_s_d_foundation and view our flier. 
 
Each of these committees help to support the district in a way that balances out the academic, extracurric-
ular and physical needs of our school district.  Every community member is invited to become a part of 
these groups.  If you are interested and want to know more, feel free to call the district office. 
 
Lastly, October is School Board Appreciation Month, on behalf of the school district I would like to thank 
the Board for their volunteer service.  The many hours of dedication has made BRCS a shining light in our 
community. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Todd Green 
Superintendent of Schools 

http://www.brcsd.org/community/b_r_c_s_d_foundation


 
1.  Parents as Partners:  Enlisting parents as 
teammates working toward the same goal is a 
critical component of moving a district's culture 
toward one of trust and relationship-building.   
 
2.  Focus on Engagement:  It is our intent to 
provide students with the experience, strategies, 
skills and support they need to thrive.  We will 
create multiple opportunities for pro-social activi-
ties and create a climate where students can con-
nect with caring, supportive adults. 
 
3.  Prevention and Intervention:  A positive 
school climate and culture allows students to 
grow academically and socially.  We provide re-
sources to parents on how to build positive rela-
tionships and calm conflict.  We list and define 
prevention and intervention strategies for our par-
ents within our Standards.  
 
5.  Progressive Consequences:  Our goals for 
this are simple: balance the district's goals of 
eliminating school disruptions and maximizing 
student instruction time.  Helping students learn 
from their mistakes is the best way to prevent the 
recurrence of a negative behavior. 
 
Please feel free to check out the work we accom-
plished on the school’s website (www.brcsd.org/k
-12_info/student_code_of_conduct) 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Rebecca Dunckel-King,  
High School Principal 
 
 
 

Dear Parents,  

 
The beginning of the school year has been one of 
great excitement.  Students have entered ready to 
learn and have settled in for another productive 
year.  I’m looking forward to the growth that we 
will see in all of our students during another pro-
ductive year at Beaver River. 
 

Calling Community Members, Parents and 
Students: 

 
The high school Building Level Committee 
would love to have additional stakeholders on our 
team!  This committee meets once a month after 
school.  Our role is to take a close look at different 
aspects of the organizational and systematic sys-
tems we have in place at the high school level.  
We recommend activities, set goals for the build-
ing and create ideas for moving the building for-
ward.  We have a dedicated set of teachers lead-
ing the charge but we are missing the voice of the 
students, parents and community.  If you are in-
terested in making a positive impact on the school 
please contact me.  I would be thrilled to have a 
discussion to outline the details of your role on 
our committee! 
 

Beaver River Central School District's  
Standards for Community-Wide Conduct. 

 
There has been a change in Beaver River’s Code 
of Conduct.  Throughout the year last year, I led a 
district-wide committee in rewriting our Code of 
Conduct.   Not only did we change the format, the 
vision and the purpose of the document, but we 
even changed the title.  We call our document 
the Beaver River Cen-
tral School Dis-
trict's Standards for 
Community-Wide 
Conduct.  It has been 
well received through-
out my presentations to 
the high school on the 
first few days of school.  
Throughout the docu-
ment, we focused on 
the following:  
 

Mrs. Rebecca Dunckel-King, High School Principal 

http://www.brcsd.org/k-12_info/student_code_of_conduct
http://www.brcsd.org/k-12_info/student_code_of_conduct


 

The La Verne A. Norton Chapter of the National Honor society will be holding its annual in-
duction ceremony for new members on Tuesday, November 22.  Candidates from the junior and senior clas-
ses who demonstrate outstanding achievement in the areas of scholarship, leadership, service, and charac-
ter will be eligible for induction.  
  
To be considered for membership, a candidate must have a 90.0% cumulative average for all high school 
courses.  Scholarship alone is not grounds for selection into NHS—ignoring the qualities of leadership, ser-
vice, and character is a violation of the NHS Constitution.  In order to evaluate these criteria in prospective 
inductees, the principal is responsible for annually forming a five-member faculty council.  This council con-
sists of five voting members of the BRCS faculty.  Additionally, the chapter advisor serves as a non-voting, 
sixth member of the faculty council. 
  
The faculty council reviews each academically eligible candidate in regard to the categories of leadership, 
service, and character.  The student who exercises leadership is thoroughly dependable in any responsibility 
accepted, exemplifies positive attitudes, and is a forerunner in the classroom, at work, and in school or com-
munity activities.  The student who serves and works well with others, is willing to take on difficult or incon-
spicuous responsibilities, cheerfully and enthusiastically renders any requested service to the school, and 
shows courtesy by assisting visitors, teachers, and students.  The student of character consistently exempli-
fies desirable qualities of behavior, upholds principles of morality and ethics, actively helps rid the school of 
bad influences or environment, and shows concern and respect for others. 
  
In the process of evaluating potential inductees, each voting member of the faculty council will rate each can-
didate in the areas of leadership, service, and character using the following scale: 
  
 5 points..…the student always demonstrates outstanding qualities for the given category 
 4 points…..the student frequently demonstrates outstanding qualities for the given category 
 3 points…..the student sometimes demonstrates outstanding qualities for the given category 
 2 points…..the student rarely demonstrates outstanding qualities for the given category 
 1 point …...the student never demonstrates outstanding qualities for the given category 
  
The points received by a candidate for each individual category will be added and averaged to the nearest 
tenth of a point, giving that candidate separate averages for leadership, service, and character.  The sum of 
all three averages will then be taken.  To be granted membership, a candidate must receive a total score of 
at least 12.0 and receive scores of at least 3.0 in all three categories.  A candidate will be denied member-
ship if he or she scores below 3.0 in one category but still manages a total score of 12.0 or above. 
  
Student information forms are available to candidates who wish to provide the faculty council with information 
that may influence the selection process.  These forms are not to be considered applications (there are no 
official applications to NHS), but they may be helpful in revealing aspects of a candidate that the faculty coun-
cil may otherwise be unaware of.   
  
During the course of the selection process, the faculty council should focus more on why a student should be 
inducted into NHS and less on why a student should not be inducted.  Candidates should not be selected 
simply because they have sufficient grades and the faculty council has nothing bad to say about them (this is 
not to suggest, however, that major shortcomings in any of the three categories be ignored).  Rather, the fac-
ulty council should emphasize the positive characteristics of a potential member that demonstrate why that 
candidate deserves to be selected.  Induction into NHS is an honor that must be earned. 
  
All decisions made by the faculty council are binding and cannot be appealed to higher levels of the National 
Honor Society.  Selection into NHS is strictly a local manner.  It is the faculty council’s duty to carry out the 
selection process as objectively as possible.  No student has the right to be inducted into NHS—students on-
ly have the right to be fairly considered for membership.  Anyone with further questions about the selection 
process should direct them to Mrs. Rebecca Dunckel-King, High School Principal. 

National Honor  

Society 



HAPPY AUTUMN FROM THE BEAVER RIVER GUIDANCE OFFICE 
 
It is the time of year when seniors need to get serious about organizing their college applications. This is espe-
cially so for those looking to apply for “early decision” consideration. 
 
Ninth through eleventh grade students will have their normal opportunities for individual meetings with their 
guidance counselors in a few months to receive career and educational counseling. Parents are always wel-
come to participate in this planning process. Please call the Guidance Office to make an appointment. 
 
Grades six through eight are busy with classes, sports, and the upcoming musical.  Please have your child 
stop in the Guidance Office for any assistance (schedules, AWS or bullying issues).   
 

SENIORS TO COMPLETE COLLEGE APPLICATIONS 
Seniors have begun the process of completing their college applications.  This process can either be very time 
consuming or relatively simple depending on the particular college.  SUNY college application forms can be 
quite basic and students may even use one form to apply to up to multiple colleges.  Four year college applica-
tions often require more of the students such as essays and teacher recommendations.   
 
The recommended application deadline for SUNY colleges is December 1.  Although SUNY will accept appli-
cations after this date, adhering to this deadline can make a difference in acceptance to competitive programs.  
It also may make a difference in securing available housing on some campuses.  The application deadlines of 
private colleges vary (approximately December through late spring).  It is each student's responsibility to con-
tact the colleges he or she is considering to find out their deadlines. 
 
College applications should be completed carefully and thoroughly, with the awareness that students are giv-
ing admissions personnel the first impression of themselves.  Attention to detail is exceptionally important.  
Most applications can be done on-line.  Please see Mr. Barrett before applications are submitted. 
     
Please be aware that some colleges do not have an application fee if you apply directly to the college.  For in-
stance, if you apply directly to Jefferson Community College there is no fee, but if you apply through the SUNY 
Application Processing Center there is a hefty fee.    
 
All applications that are not submitted online (and corresponding fees) are to be submitted to the Guidance 
Office where they will be checked for accuracy and forwarded to the colleges with copies of their high school 
transcript.  Students who are applying to colleges online are also to notify the Guidance Office so that copies 
of their transcript will be mailed to the appropriate schools.  This information was explained by Mr. Barrett to 
the seniors in their English classes.  Students and parents are invited to contact Mr. Barrett if they have ques-
tions about this process. 
 

MORE NOTES FOR COLLEGE BOUND SENIORS 
 --Students should be continuing to look through college catalogs and websites, meet with college  
   representatives in the Guidance Office, have on campus admission interviews and attend college open 
   houses! 
 --Students should make sure they’ve taken all tests (SAT 1, ACT, SAT 2, etc.) that are required by the  
   colleges to which they are applying!  They should also ensure that their scores are forwarded to each  
   college. 
 --Searching for scholarships is a lot like exploring colleges--the more you put into it, the more you’re likely 
   to get out of it!  Application deadlines for various scholarships occur throughout the senior year.  How to 
   search for scholarships will be explained to students in their English classes. 
 --If you have questions about the college exploration process, please contact Mr. Barrett. 

 
COLLEGE APPLICATION AND FINANCIAL AID PLANNING NIGHT 

The Guidance Office is offering an informative presentation appropriate for parents and students regarding all 
aspects of college planning including the application process and financial aid. Plan to meet on October 19 in 
the high school media center at 7:00 pm.  Call Mr. Barrett with questions. 

Guidance News 



 

 

                                   Student Assistance Program Thank you for all of your support for our local FFA Programs! 

 

COLLEGE OPEN HOUSE INFORMATION 
Attending a college open house/campus visitation day is an excellent way to gain firsthand information about a 
college as well as to meet with other students who are interested in the same college.  The college visit is so 
important that some colleges require it before accepting a student.  Students should check the websites of the 
colleges they are considering to get information regarding these events.  For a listing of SUNY open house 
dates visit www.suny.edu  and click on “programs” and then “visit us”.   
 

SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 
Please visit the brcsd.org website for complete scholarship information. Click on the “High School Guidance” 
link, then on “Scholarship Information”. Feel free to call the Guidance Office with questions.   
 

FINANCIAL AID WORKSHOP 
This year, JCC will be conducting their financial aid workshops at Lowville Academy and Copenhagen Central 
Schools.  Beaver River students and parent wishing to attend are cordially invited to attend either workshop.  
The speaker will be Mariya Clemons, a Financial Aid Counselor from Jefferson Community College. The work-
shop will be held on November 15 at Lowville Academy at 6:30 in the large group instruction room.  Copenha-
gen’s workshop will be on November 1 at 6:30.  The FAFSA can be submitted  after October 1. Check in with 
the Guidance Office at 346-1211 (Ext. 522) or moric.myschoolpages.com/schools/Beaver River/webpages/
abarrett for updates. 
 

STUDENTS TAKE ASVAB TESTS 
Any high school student interested in taking the ASVAB will have the opportunity on November 17 at Beaver 
River.  The ASVAB consists of eight short tests which cover the areas of General Science, Arithmetic Reason-
ing, Word Knowledge, Paragraph Comprehension, Auto and Shop Information, Mathematics Knowledge, Me-
chanical Comprehension, and Electronics.  As a result of taking these tests the students will receive information 
on themselves (such as interests and abilities), information on the world of work, and ideas relating to specific 
careers they may be well-suited for.  This test is no longer just for military-bound students.  The ASVAB does an 
excellent job matching a student’s academic strengths and general interests with both civilian and military ca-
reers.  All juniors will be encouraged to take this free assessment.  See Mr. Barrett with questions.   
 

AN IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR JUNIORS 
A year from now most of you will be preparing application forms for college.  With the multitude of colleges to 
choose from, the process of exploring your options can be interesting and fun but also confusing and very time 
consuming.  This is why NOW--THE JUNIOR YEAR--is the time to seek out information and identify the types of 
schools you’d be interested in.  Mr. Barrett will be working with you throughout the year to provide a variety of 
ways you can obtain the information you need.  If you or your parents have questions about the college selec-
tion process, you are encouraged to see or call Mr. Barrett. 
 

PSAT/NMSQT 
Sophomore and Junior students took the Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test/National Merit Scholarship Quali-
fying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) on Wednesday, October 12.  Students had the opportunity to sign up to participate 
and were provided with information prior to this exam which included sample questions and test-taking tips.  The 
benefits of taking this assessment include the following: 
 1. It provides practice for taking the SAT I, a college entrance test which most juniors will take for the first 

time in the spring. 
 2. Students can predict their SAT I scores from the PSAT/NMSQT scores.  This information will be  
 helpful this year as students explore colleges and consider the admission requirements of  particular  
 schools. 

3. Students may choose to participate in a service that will forward their names to various colleges that are 
seeking students like them.  They then will receive information from these colleges. 

4. Students are automatically entered in scholarship competitions by taking the PSAT/NMSQT.  Even if 
they are not actual “winners,” being named a “finalist” or “semifinalist” will greatly help in the college ad-
mission process. 

5. Scores on the PSAT/NMSQT will indicate if students have the reading and math skills they need for col-
lege. 

 
 

http://www.suny.edu


Mrs. Christine LaBare, Middle School Principal 

Sixth Grade 

 
The Middle School started the 2016-2017 school year off through a sixth grade orientation in early September.  
The first month of school was the foundation for a great school year.  Our representatives for the Middle 
School Student Council were selected and are being led by their advisor Mrs. Gina White.  Mrs. White, along 
with the students have a great deal of new ideas to bring to the student body to promote our Middle School 
and assist our community. 
 
The Middle School Faculty Advisory Council met for the first time in late September to discuss the upcoming 
school year and solidify goals and events.  These include revising our Middle School Content vocabulary list, 
involving our students in leadership workshops, and planning the role out of the Junior Honor Society Induc-
tions for this school year.   
 
The planning for the first quarter of the school year always reminds me of all the wonderful attributes our Mid-

dle School has and it is truly a tribute to those who involve themselves in not only the above organizations but 

in the day to day workings of this school for our children.  Fall and the months of October and November, alt-

hough cooler, are full of color and vibrancy.  It is truly a time to reflect, begin, and be thankful.   

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Christine LaBare, Middle School Principal 

 
The sixth grade team would like to thank all the parents and their children that were able to attend the sixth 
grade orientation on September 1

st
 and the districtwide Open House in September.   

 
Sixth grade Social Studies students have completed their study of Mesopotamia as well as the western re-
gions of the Fertile Crescent along the eastern coast of the Mediterranean. 
 
Students are now learning about life in Ancient Egypt.  Much of the work will be related to the impact the Nile 
River had on daily life.  This in depth examination will help students understand how the Nile assisted in ful-
filling the 4 basic needs of man (food, water, clothing and shelter).  As a culminating activity, Mr. Sundberg will 
conduct a writer’s workshop where students will learn how to write specifically for social studies/history. 
 
In ELA students have completed their first essay this year and spent time in the computer lab typing their final 
copies.  Students have begun their first novel of the year A Wrinkle in Time. Mrs. White will be working closely 
with this fantasy and science fiction novel. 
 
Sixth grade Math is off to a fast and furious start.  We are already well into the Saxon series that so well pre-
pares us for math in future years.  The Hands on Equations program is taking in the study of basic alge-
bra.  The concrete lessons are allowing us to feel the abstract theories with better understanding. 
 
In Science, Mr. Freed and the grade 6 students are learning about the scientific method.  The scientific method 
is a process that scientists follow to answer questions and solve problems.  The students looked at how scien-
tists ensure that the data from an experiment is reliable and how to design an experiment to test a hypothe-
sis.  The unit ended with students designing a paper airplane and working on a modification that would im-
prove the flight of the airplane.  They designed an experiment to test their modification and evaluated their re-
sults from the experiment. 



Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Thank you for attending Open House on September 21, 2016.  Regular parent and teacher communication is 
one of the best ways to help our students learn and grow. 
 
On October 7, 2016 we said “goodbye” to Mrs. Clemens, K-2 Reading teacher.  She is retiring from education 
and we wish her the best.  Mrs. K. Beller will be our K-2 Reading teacher and she will also provide second grade 
students with help in math.  Ms. Higby provides academic intervention services in ELA and Math for grades 3-5.  
If your child is recommended for this service you will receive a letter in the mail. If you have any questions 
please contact the elementary office.  
 
Home and School elected two co-presidents last spring.  Jennifer Beck is the parent co-president and Melanie 
Marriott is the teacher co-president.  The next meeting will be held on October 18, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. in the dis-
tance learning room.  The committee welcomes any and all parents to attend. Some upcoming events that vol-
unteers will be needed for are the Fall Book Fair (November), Kids Korner (December), and Winter Carnival 
(March).  Also we are still collecting Box Tops for Education.  The last Box Tops for Education check was over 
$400.  Please keep sending them in. 
 
Parent Conferences will be scheduled for November 16, 17, and 18.  The elementary school will have half days 
on those dates.  More information about when your conference will be scheduled will be coming from your class-
room teacher.  
 
Sincerely,        

  
 
 

 
Kimberly Lyman-Wright, Principal                    
klwright@brcsd.org       

Elementary Principal, Kimberly Lyman-Wright 

Kindergarten has had a great start!  Throughout the first few weeks of school we learned routines, rules, and 
made new friends.  Each week we are introduced to a new letter.  Throughout the week we practice writing the 
letter and identifying its sound.  In addition to the letters, we have learned one or two red (sight) words each 
week.  Please review these words at home and continue to check your child’s folder each night for important pa-
pers and to review the work that your child did during the school day. 

Kindergarten News 

Pre-Kindergarten News 

We are off to a great start this year in Pre-K! In September we introduced the students to school and adjusted to 
all the new classroom routines. We began to learn about letters, numbers, shapes, red words, and the things 
that make us special. The students also began art classes with Mr. Basta!   
 
In October, we will  learn about fire safety  and community helpers. A volunteer fire-
fighter from the New Bremen Fire Department will come in to teach us about fire 
safety and show us the equipment that a fireman uses to keep us safe.  
 
In November we will learn about the first Thanksgiving and talk about fall. The class 
will take an online tour of the Mayflower and reenact the first Thanksgiving.  



Our year in first grade has start-
ed off really well.  We have 
learned about friends, ants, and 
pumpkins.   
 
In Phonics we have learned a 
couple new spelling rules that 
we will use every day.  At the 
end of the school year, we 
hope that you will be amazed to 
see the progress your child 
makes in spelling, reading and 
writing.  Our students are very 
eager to learn new reading 
rules in order to become great 
readers and writers.  Over the 
next two months we will learn a 
few new spelling rules along 
with working on breaking words 
into syllables.  To accomplish 
this, our students will learn how 
to determine if a vowel makes a 
long or short sound.  From 
there they will learn how to la-
bel vowels and consonants in a 

lived long ago.  Our field trip will 
begin our long ago unit through 
the month of November.  In De-
cember we will learn about 
owls, chocolate (delicious) and 
winter holidays.    
Finally, the First Grade Teach-
ers hope you enjoy a great Fall 
as we all prepare for another 
holiday season.   
 

 

Second Grade News 

facts, strategies to add and sub-
tract and measuring in inches, 
feet, yards, centimeters and me-
ters!  Second graders are al-
ways so excited about measur-
ing. 
 
The second graders were 
thrilled to learn facts about fire 
safety. We were also lucky 
enough to have local beekeeper, 
Patrick O’Brien, present to us 
during our unit on bees.  He 
taught us a lot of new bee facts 
that we didn’t know! 
 
In November we will move on to 
adding and subtracting two digit 
numbers.   It will still be im-
portant for students to continue 
to practice their addition and 
subtraction facts at home.  In 
social studies, we will study ani-
mal adaptations and Native 
Americans. 

As the days begin to get cooler, 
please have your child dress for 
the weather.  It is important for 
them to wear sneakers and a 
sweatshirt or jacket onto the 
playground for recess. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving to all of our 
families and community mem-
bers from the second grade 
teachers. 

Thanks to all who were able to 
join us at Open House on Sep-
tember 21. We enjoyed meeting 
you and look forward to working 
with you and your child this year. 
 
We continue to discuss and 
spend time on the theme of 
friendship.  Second graders en-
joyed reading The Secret Gar-
den and worked cooperatively to 
create their own secret gardens.  
We hope that this will continue 
to build a foundation of kind-
ness, tolerance, and friendship 
that will last throughout their 
lives. 
 
During the month of October, 
students will focus on  communi-
ties, map skills, animal habitats 
and fire prevention.  
 
Math topics in second grade 
have included basic addition 

word in order to break a word 
down into syllables.  This will 
help them read some of those 
bigger words they encounter in 
their books.   
 
At the end of October we will 
take a field trip and celebrate 
the Fall Festival.  We will travel 
to the one room schoolhouse in 
Lowville and show our students 
how classrooms have changed 
from then to now.  That same 
day we will travel to the Men-
nonite Heritage Farm in 
Croghan to see how families 

First Grade News 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back to school from the Fourth Grade Teachers!  We look forward to a wonderful start to the school 
year as we make new friends and learn our classroom routines.  
 
There are some changes and adjustments that are different in the fourth grade curriculum. The hardest chal-
lenge for the students is to make the transition from summer vacation to school again! We are very confident 
that all students will be very successful and enjoy the school year.   
   
We have worked very hard so far  in fourth grade.  In social studies, the curriculum focus is New York State.  
We have studied geography and early people of New York State.  In science, we studied the classification of 
living things. Over the next month, we will look closely at how animals interact with their environments and each 
other. In math, we have worked with place value, rounding, number disks and number lines! 
 
Our homework lessons provide review and practice of concepts learned and students will benefit from “keeping 
up” on their daily homework. We have frequent multiplication practice, and we are happy to share additional 
sheets or flash cards at any time throughout the year.                                                        

 
 
 

             Third Grade News 

Fourth Grade News 

Third graders have been very busy this fall and with 
the beginning of the year behind us, our learning is in 
full swing!  
 
In ELA, we have learned about some different genres 
of literature, read many poems, and discussed non-
fiction articles in our Time For Kids magazine. We 
have worked on reading comprehension skills and 
have started to work on the third grade writing pro-
cess.  
 
In math we have started multiplication facts and by 
the end of the year the students will be fluent in their 
facts 0-12. Each night students should practice their 
multiplication fact cards to become successful. We 
have worked on problem solving strategies and some 
complex mathematical problems. We are well on our 
way to becoming master mathematicians!  
 

We have finished up our animal unit in science and 
map skills in social studies. Students are very excit-
ed about science this year and the many activities 
we will do with each unit. The students will move 
into an Earth Science unit and a unit on North Amer-
ica (United States, Mexico, and Canada).  
 
We would like to thank our parents for their contin-
ued support of our classes. The third grade teachers 
appreciate your help with homework and reading 
each night. 
 
Mrs. Beller’s class will be taking part in the Google 
Classroom pilot program this year, and we’ve al-
ready become quite successful in navigating the 
Chromebooks that are used in the classroom. So 
far, we have used Google Classroom to enhance 
our ELA and Social Studies instruction and learning. 



Fifth Grade News 

We recently enjoyed our trip to Beaver Camp where we learned about the fresh water ecosystem through our stream 
study.  We took a pleasant nature hike, exploring the Beaver Tail loop as we traveled through various plant and ani-
mal life.   We learned about predator and prey relationships and natural fluctuations in wildlife populations.  Thank 
you to our chaperones who helped out.  It was a fun trip for all!   
 
Thank you parents for your daily support at home.  We couldn’t do it without you! We are excited to work with your 
child, and as always, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher with any questions you may have.  

Fourth Grade News Continued... 

 
 
The fifth graders have been working hard! They are adjusting well to switching classes for Math, ELA, Science, and 
Social Studies.  We would like to thank all of the families that were able to attend Open House. 
 
In ELA , students will soon begin reading the novel Esperanza Rising.  This historical fiction novel takes place in Mex-
ico and California in the 1930’s.  It tells the tale of Esperanza, a young girl who is facing many hardships and human 
rights challenges that she must rise above.  We will be focusing on reading the text closely, as well as using evidence 
from the text to support our ideas and inferences.  After students finish reading Esperanza Rising, they will continue 
working with the book in order to write their own Reader’s Theater script for a chosen scene from the novel. 
 
In Math, students will be working on and reviewing place value, as well as multiplying and dividing two and three digit 
whole numbers.  They will then be moving on to decimals.  Students should continue to practice multiplication and 
division facts, as well as place value in the millions through the thousandths. 
 
In Science, students have been learning about plant and animal cells.  They have also been learning about the inter-
actions of cells to form tissues, organs, and organ systems.  We will now be moving on to learn about plant respons-
es and how human interactions impact ecosystems.  
 
In Social Studies, students are continuing to learn about the geography of the United States and Canada.  We will be 
discussing major landforms and waterways of the two countries. 
 

We have had a great first quarter in fifth grade, and we look forward to seeing many families at Parent Teacher Con-

ferences! 



This year’s musical, South Pacific, will be held Thursday, November 10th 

and Friday, November 11th at 7:30pm, and Saturday, November 12th at 

2:00pm in the auditorium. There will be a concession stand open during 

intermission as well as the Relay for Life Auction being held in the library. 

Admission is free but donations are gladly accepted! 

Please come out and see our cast of 42 multi-talented students perform a 

fun yet dramatic story set during World War II!! Our cast and crew have 

worked very hard to produce an entertaining musical and appreciate all of 

your support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Students are adjusting well to their classrooms and therapy routines.  They are learning classroom rules 
and practicing important social skills.  We have also been working hard with the math and ELA curricu-
lum.  Scheduling this year has made it possible to spend more time in classrooms with push-in ser-
vices.  This is allowing us to monitor how well students are generalizing skills into their class work.  This is also 
making it possible to make accommodations to the environment or method of teaching before modifications are 
put in place.  
 
Frequently Asked Question: 
 
What is the difference between accommodations and modifications? 
 
Accommodation- supports and services provided to help a student access the general education curriculum. 
Some Examples:  extended time, tests taken in less distracting area, use of fidgets, proofreading through audi-
tory channel 
 
Modification- individualized changes made to the content, curriculum, and/or performance expectations for stu-
dents. 
 
Some Examples:  reducing assignments, change in curriculum (how student responds to instruction), multiple 
choice vs essay, adapting general education goals to make more appropriate for students current levels/needs.   
 
If you have any questions regarding your child’s IEP or feel that your child is in need of extra support at school; 
contact your child’s teacher, building principal, or CSE secretary immediately to discuss your concerns.   
 

Mrs. Murphy and Mrs. Piche’ 

BRCS Musical Production 

ATTENTION 17 AND 18 YEAR 
OLD MALE STUDENTS 

 
If you are not registered with Selec-
tive Service, you must do so within 
30 days of turning 18.  You must 
register.  This is not a school re-
quirement, it’s the law.  If you fail to 
register it will affect your ability to 
receive Federal college loans and 
grants, and student aid in most 
states.  In addition, it will affect your 
ability to receive job training or to 
gain citizenship if you are a male 
immigrant seeking U.S. citizenship.  
It will even curtail your opportunities 
to get many good jobs in the future.  
Go on-line at www.sss.gov  or fill 
out a registration card at any US 
Post Office.  See Mr. Barrett if you 
have any questions.   

http://www.sss.gov
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What a great start to the new school year! There have been a lot of new faces visiting the library this year 
and we are so happy to see everyone.  
 
If you have visited the elementary library 
lately you will have probably met our new 
mascot, Scarecrow of Oz. Scarecrow, a 
teddy bear guinea pig, recently joined us to 
be with children and share his love of read-
ing. Students are welcome to read to him 
and keep him company.  
 
Our author of the month is Eric Litwin who 
writes Pete the Cat books, a favorite by 
many younger students. Students have al-
so been busy answering our questions of 
the week. Winners get to come to the li-
brary and choose a prize! 
 
Kindergarten library students have been learning how to take care of library books and have listened to Mrs. 
Wright read fun stories about books, reading, and manners. Kindergarten has also begun Keyboarding clas-
ses and are learning how to use a computer mouse. 
 
First grade library students just missed seeing the Library Gingerbread Man! He left clues for us all over the 
library but we never did find him. The students enjoyed eating the treats he left them, though. Mrs. Wright 
has read Library Lion,  Goldisocks and the Libearians, Gingerbread Man Loose in the School, and many 
other fun books to our first graders. First grade has also begun Keyboarding classes and students are 
learning which fingers type certain letters on the keyboard. 
 
Second grade has begun a library detective unit where students are learning how the library is organized 
and how to locate books. Each student is using clues to find out what a call number is and how it is used. 
They are having a lot of fun using clipboards and magnifying glasses to find information! Students in this 
grade have also begun Keyboarding classes and each have their own account on Typing.com where they 
can work their way through lessons independently. 
 
Third grade has been participating in centers during library class. Students have practiced signing out mag-
azines, used clues about autumn to play an inference game, learned the difference between fact and opin-
ion, recommended good books to other students, and used our LittleBits kits to learn a “little bit” about ro-
botics. 
 
Fourth grade participated in a library scavenger hunt to re-orient themselves to the library and how our 
online catalog works. Students have also begun a genre study to learn about the various types of books 
there are and see which ones might be their favorites.  
 
Fifth grade played Library Scoot which was a review of library procedures and how to use our online cata-
log. Students have begun learning how to use our new green screen kit to create book recommendations 
for other students in the library. 
 

The middle and high school library has been very busy and we are anxiously awaiting the arrival of our new 

Makerspace supplies! More information coming soon! The author of the month is James Patterson who has 

wrote and co-wrote a plethora of books for all ages. 

Library News 



The Student Assistance Program (SAP) will once again be available to the stu-
dents of Beaver River during the 2016-2017 school year.  SAP is a school 
based, prevention/intervention program designed to assist students in grades 6-
12 with a variety of personal problems, including those related to substance 
abuse. The SAP is not treatment, nor therapy. This is not a discipline program; 
students are not in trouble if they are referred to the program. Students work 
one on one or in small groups with the Counselor to encourage a successful 
and healthy lifestyle; this may include focusing on personal or family substance 
use, coping skills, social skills, truancy, anger management, healthy decision 
making and/or building self-esteem. Referrals to the Student Assistance Pro-
gram can be made by: 
 
Contacting Kylie Simpson, SAP. Mrs. Simpson is available at school on Mon-
days and Tuesdays to talk in person, by phone at ext. 577, or by email at  
ksimpson@brcsd.org. 
 

1. Completing a referral form that is available in the Middle School,     

      High School, Guidance and Nurse’s offices.  
2. Once completed it can be put in the Youth Counselor mailbox located    
      in the administrative office. 
3.   Contacting the building Principal or Guidance Counselor. 
 
SAP is both voluntary and confidential to all students that choose to participate.  
All referrals are also confidential and can be made by any concerned individual. 
This includes self-referrals.  If you have any questions about SAP or would like 
more information on substance use, contact Mrs. Simpson or call Mountain 
View Prevention Services at 376-2321. 

Important Dates  

                                   Student Assistance Program 

 Mountain 
View  

Prevention 
Services 

October 28 Fall Festival Parade—Track 2 p.m. 

November 7 Compact Council Meeting– HS Library 6:00 p.m. 

November 10 BRCS Musical—South Pacific 7:30 p.m. 

November 11 Veterans Day—NO SCHOOL 

BRCS Musical South Pacific 

 

7:30 p.m. 

November 12 BRCS Musical South Pacific 2:00 p.m. 

November 14 BOE Meeting—Distance Learning Room 6:00 p.m. 

November 16 Parent Teacher Conferences—1/2 day Elem. 12:45 Dismissal 

November 17 Parent Teacher Conferences—1/2 day Elem. 12:45 Dismissal 

November 18 Parent Teacher Conferences—1/2 day Elem. 12:45 Dismissal 

November 22 National Honor Society Inductions – Auditorium 8:30 a.m. 

November 23-25 Thanksgiving Break—NO SCHOOL  

November 28 BOE Meeting—Distance Learning Room 6:30 p.m. 

mailto:ksimpson@brcsd.org


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Enrollment is easy! 
 
Go to: MySchoolBucks.com and register for a free account. 
 
 You will receive a confirmation email with a link to activate   

your account. 
   Add your students using their school name and student ID. 
 Make a payment to your students’ accounts with your 

credit/debit card or electronic check. 
 A program payment fee will apply.  You will have the 

opportunity to review any fees and cancel if you choose, 
before you are charged.   

 
If you have any questions, contact MySchoolBucks directly:  
1-855-832-5226 or visit MySchoolBucks.com and click on 
Help/FAQ’s 
 
 

To Parents and Guardians, 
 
BEAVER RIVER CENTRAL is excited to offer 
MySchoolBucks®! This online payment service 
provides a quick and easy way to add money to 
your student’s meal account using a credit/debit card or 
electronic check. 
 
You can also view recent purchases, check balances, and 
set-up low balance alerts for FREE!  
 
MySchoolBucks provides: 

 Convenience - Available 24/7 on the web or  with 
the Mobile App for your iPhone, Android or Win-
dows phone! 

 Efficiency - Make payments for all your students, 
even if they attend different schools within the dis-
trict.  Eliminate the need for your students to take 
money to school. 

 Control - Set low balance alerts, view account activ-
ity, recurring/automatic payments & more! 

 Flexibility - Make payments using credit/debit cards 
and electronic checks. 

 Security – MySchoolBucks adheres to the highest 
security standards, including PCI and CISP. 

1 $21,978 1,832 916 846 423 

2 $29,637 2,470 1,235 1,140 570 

3 $37,296 3,108 1,554 1,435 718 

4 $44,955 3,747 1,874 1,730 865 

5 $52,614 4,385 2,193 2,024 1,012 

6 $60,273 5,023 2,512 2,319 1,160 

7 $67,951 5,663 2,832 2,614 1,307 

8 $75,647 6,304 3,152 2,910 1,455 

 +$7,696 + 642    + 321 +296 + 148 

2016 - 2017 FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS 
 
The following chart lists income levels according to house-
hold size and income received yearly, monthly or weekly. 
If your total household income is the same or less than the 
amount on the chart below, your children can get reduced 
price meals. You will be notified if you are eligible for free 
meals based on income. 

 
2016 – 2017  INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES 

FOR FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS 
 

REDUCED PRICE ELIGIBILITY INCOME CHART 
 

House                                    2x per Every 2        
Size         Annual     Month       Month      Weeks     Weekly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
For each additional family member add: 

 
 

If your income is at or below the scale shown above, you 
are urged to apply for meal benefits.  You may do so by 
calling the school at 346-1211 and ask for Mr. Dave Tho-
ma, ext. 532.  You may also complete an application in 
person by coming to the school.  If you have any questions 
about income eligibility or would like information regarding 
the breakfast or lunch programs, please call Mr. Thoma at 
346-1211, ext. 532.   
 
If you do not qualify now but expect a change in in-
come or family size, you may complete an application 
at anytime throughout the year.   

 
 

ONLINE PAYMENT OPTION 
MY SCHOOL BUCKS 

 
Credit card payments could take up to 24 hours. 

Debit Cards could take up to 2 -3 business days to clear. 
 

Please take this time into consideration 
if your children’s balance gets low. 

 
YOU CAN GET YOUR CHILD’S ID NUMBER BY  

CALLING 346-1211  EXT: 535 
 

Don’t forget to add MY SCHOOL BUCKS app to your 
phone  www.MySchoolBucks.com 

http://www.MySchoolBucks.com
http://www.MySchoolBucks.com


The following classes are being offered during the months of October and 
November to any interested community member.  Please call the appropri-
ate instructor without delay as some classes have seating limits.  Some 
classes may be cancelled if insufficient interest is shown, at which time you 
will be notified if you have already signed-up.  Participation in each class 
requires a signed physical injury district release form, which the instructor 
will have prepared for each student during registration.  The classes will be 
offered as scheduled while school is in session.  If school closes for a holi-
day or emergency, the adult education class will also be cancelled.   

Beaver River Central School         Non Profit 
PO Box 179            U.S. Postage PAID 
9508 Artz Road           Car. Rte. Pre Sort 
Beaver Falls, NY 13305          Beaver Falls, NY  
            Permit No. 3 
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Customer 

Adult Education at BRCS is de-
signed to meet the academic and 
recreational needs of our community 
in an adult’s only setting.  If you 
have a special talent or skill you 
would like to share or a class you 
would like to see offered, please call 
Nicole Kuhl at the school at 346-
1211 ext.154, or e-mail at 
nkuhl@brcsd.org.   

Adult Education Classes 

CLASS INSTRUCTOR DATE/TIME/PLACE FEE COMMENTS 

Family Swim Certified Life 
Guards 

Wednesdays 
7:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Pool 
  
Begins October 5

th
. 

$2.00 per ses-
sion 

No registration necessary.  Every 
child must be accompanied by an 
adult who stays while the child is 
swimming and provides adult super-
vision in the locker room. 

Morning Lap 
Swim 

Certified Life 
Guards 

Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays 

7:00 – 8:00 a.m. 
Pool 

Begins October 3
rd

. 

$2.00 per ses-
sion 

No registration necessary.  Held 
only when school is in session.  If 
school is delayed for any reason, 
morning lap swim is cancelled for 
that day. 

Evening Lap 
Swim 

Certified Life 
Guards 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 
7:00 – 8:00 p.m.  Pool 
Begins October 4

th
. 

$2.00 per ses-
sion 

No registration necessary.  Held 
only when school is in session. 

  
Making a 

Stained Glass 
Box 

  
  

  
  

Sue Pennock 

  
Tuesdays 

  
 October 18, 25 and No-

vember 1 
  

6:30 – 9:30 p.m. 
  

Room 154 

  
$45/ 

All supplies 
included 

Each participant will make a box 
with a hinged cover.  Participant 
must be proficient in the copper foil 
method.  Class is limited to 8.  Reg-
ister with Sue Pennock by e-mailing 
her at spennock@frontiernet.net or 
by calling 346-6431 by October 13.  
*Note: We are anticipating a 10-
week workshop starting in January 
and will accept 2-3 beginners at that 
time.  More details to come later. 

Shakespeare for 
Grown-ups 

Lance Anderson 
Retired interna-

tional and private 
school English 

teacher; B.A. from 
Albany University 

and M.A. from 
Florida State. 

He lives at Effley 
Falls with his wife, 

Ellen, a retired 
Latin teacher. 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 
  

October 4, 6, 11, 13, 18, 
20, 25, 27 and November 

1 & 3 
  

6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
High School Library 

  
Free 

An evening class for adults wanting 
to read a Shakespeare play -
 Hamlet this year.  Hamlet is Shake-
speare's most famous tragedy, filled 
with images and speeches that have 
become familiar to every-
one:  "...The play's the thing..."  "To 
be or not to be..."  "To thine own self 
be true" and many more.  The entire 
play will be read aloud in class, no 
homework, no tests, and no writing, 
just lively discussions of meaning.  
Books available for loan so no pur-
chase required.  Register by calling 
Lance or Ellen at 346-1718 by Octo-
ber 3. 

mailto:nkuhl@brcsd.org
mailto:spennock@frontiernet.net

